
 

 

 

                        

  

Thursday, Sept. 9, 2021  

 

Merkle’s Mental Health Moment - Caring for one another during Suicide Prevention Week 
Dr. Erich Merkle, Pupil Adjustment Program, Office of Special Education, Akron Public Schools 
Suicide is the second leading cause of death among young adults and is in the top five causes for all child fatalities. For 
every youth suicide, it is estimated that 100 to 200 other children attempt suicide. The COVID-19 pandemic has caused 
children and young adults to be under more stress than usual and has impacted our lives in many areas. Sept. 5-11 is 
National Suicide Prevention Week and September is National Suicide Prevention Month. Here are a few resources to care 
for ourselves and others during Suicide Prevention Week: 

• National Alliance on Mental Illness: Suicide Prevention Awareness Month 

• The Jed Foundation: September is Suicide Prevention Awareness Month  

• National Association of School Psychologists: Preventing Youth Suicide  
 

State of Ohio concerned about troubling COVID-19 cases 
New infection rates from the Delta variant continue to increase. Today, nearly 8,000 cases were reported in Ohio, which is 
about 3,000 more than the 21-day average. While cases recorded are not at an all-time high, these numbers are troubling 
when compared to the 200-300 cases per day that were reported in June. Learn more about COVID-19 cases in Ohio. 

 

Free at-home COVID-19 testing kits available through Summit County Public Health Department 
Summit County Public Health is offering free BinaxNOW COVID-19 at-home testing kits. Residents can receive the kits at 
the department’s walk-up Vital Statistics window located at 1867 W. Market St. in Akron Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Anyone four years old or older may use the test. Kits are limited to one per person unless a family has been 
exposed. Supplies provided to branches of the Akron-Summit-County Library by the health department are low or 
unavailable at this time. Check availability with your local branch.  
 

Apply to receive help from the Summit County Cares program  
Summit County is offering its Summit County Cares program to help those negatively affected by COVID-19. The program is 
for residents who need assistance paying rent and utilities. Those who have already received assistance from the program 
in 2021 can submit an additional application to request further aid. Residents who have never applied are also encouraged 
to apply. Apply now.  
 

Collect Advance Child Tax Credit payments 
The 2021 Advance Child Tax Credit makes payments of up to $1,800 per child to taxpayers who qualified on their 2020 tax 
return. The IRS created a tool to direct payments to qualifying families and also help them receive Economic Impact 
Payments (EIP) that might have been missed. Payments could amount to over $14,000 for a family of two adults and two 
children. Access the payment tool and see if you qualify.   
 

Apply to be an APS bus driver or educational assistant  
APS is hiring bus drivers and educational assistants. For those interested in applying to be a bus driver, APS will pay for 
training to get a Class B license with S&P endorsement and an Ohio Department of Education bus certification. The position 
pays $19.29 per hour plus benefits. Educational assistant positions are also available. Pay varies per job.  
 

Join First Serve in its annual day of service and remembrance of 9/11  
First Serve, an interfaith day of service, is celebrating its tenth annual day of service. To honor its efforts and the 20th 
anniversary of 9/11, First Serve will be held on Saturday, Sept. 11 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Projects will be held at North High 
School and partner locations in North Hill. Learn more and register.  

 
The Bhutanese Community Association of Akron celebrates new headquarters with free event 
The Bhutanese Community Association of Akron is celebrating its new headquarters with a free event Sunday, Sept. 12 from 
4-8 p.m. at 1739 Brittain Road. The event will bring together members of the local Bhutanese community, including 
entrepreneurs, small and large business owners, students and others who are critical to the community’s growth and 
success. The event will include dinner, live Nepali dance performances and music featuring Nepali singer Ram Krishna 
Dhakal. English as a second language and citizenship classes will be offered to help members with their English, reading, 
writing and speaking skills and preparing for the U.S. citizenship test. For more information, call 234.542.7378.  
 

Vaccine incentives for Summit County residents  
Summit County Public Health is offering $100 Visa or MasterCard gift cards to those who receive their first dose of a COVID-
19 vaccine while supplies last. The two offerings, Medicaid eligible and SCPH 1st dose, both have a $100 cap. Recipients 
are eligible for either as long as they are receiving their first dose of a COVID-19 vaccine, are 12 years old or older and 
receive the vaccine through the Summit County Health Department. Vaccine clinics are open every Wednesday from 9-11 
a.m. and 1-6 p.m. Learn more.   

 
APS plus After-Hours Support for students and families 
After-hours support reopens on Sept. 20. APS plus After-Hours Support assists students and families with K-12 tutoring and 
academic support, family support services, social-emotional urgent support, technology and Google Classroom 
troubleshooting. Hours will be Monday through Thursday from 4-7 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. It will be 
closed on holidays. Call 330.761.7943 for assistance. For information, visit akronschools.com.  

Educational and mental health resources   

• 5 Things Parents Can Do to Support Learning at 
Home 

• 9 Tips for Parents Navigating Online Learning 

• 22 Remote Learning Tips for Parents 

• CDC: Help Children Learn at Home 

• Online Learning Tips for Families 
 
APS social media  

• Facebook  @akronpublicschools 

• Twitter       @akronschools 

• LinkedIn   @akron-public-schools 

• YouTube  @Akron Schools 

 
 
 
 
 
 

General resources 
• Akron Summit County Library  
• APS Covid-19 Dashboard 

• APS District Website  

• APS Family Resources  

• APS Learning 2020-21 Google Site 

• Get 2 School/Stay in the Game 

• Ohio Department of Education (ODE) 

• Summit County Public Health 

• United Way 2-1-1 Resource Referral 
 
Forms and downloads 

• Help Desk Form 
 

All the resources below have clickable links for your convenience.  

https://www.nami.org/get-involved/awareness-events/suicide-prevention-awareness-month
https://jedfoundation.org/suicide-prevention-awareness-month-2021/
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/mental-health-resources/preventing-youth-suicide
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/home
https://www.scph.org/covid
http://www.summitcountycares.org/apply.html
http://www.summitcountycares.org/apply.html
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/advance-child-tax-credit-payments-in-2021
https://www.applitrack.com/akron/onlineapp/default.aspx?AppliTrackJobID=2677&ref=
https://www.applitrack.com/akron/onlineapp/default.aspx?Category=EDUCATION+ASSISTANT
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/first-serve-registration-2021-registration-163920156601?fbclid=IwAR2LqtwwYTEZC7bXiBjBOEQptPpx9IM41LCJ_5aT8X9sKpPjGZ0nbAhXK3w
https://www.scph.org/covid
https://www.scph.org/sites/default/files/editor/Coronavirus/Weekly%20Wed%20Update%2009-07-21.pdf
http://www.akronschools.com/
https://blog.edmentum.com/5-things-parents-can-do-support-students-learning-online
https://blog.edmentum.com/5-things-parents-can-do-support-students-learning-online
https://www.theladders.com/career-advice/tips-for-parents-online-learning-with-children
https://www.teachthought.com/technology/remote-learning-tips-for-parents/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/children/learning.html
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/homework-study-skills/online-learning-how-to-prepare-child
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/homework-study-skills/online-learning-how-to-prepare-child
https://www.facebook.com/akronpublicschools/
https://twitter.com/akronschools
https://www.linkedin.com/company/akron-public-schools/
https://www.youtube.com/user/akronschools
https://www.akronlibrary.org/
https://www.akronschools.com/district/covid-19_dashboard
http://www.akronschools.com/
https://www.akronschools.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=409163&pageId=11798553
https://sites.google.com/apslearns.org/apsreopening/home-learning-2021-22
https://get2school.org/
http://education.ohio.gov/
https://www.scph.org/
https://www.uwsummit.org/211
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrHNXfRhg7hRsxSqyyi5HbDTHsUSpUqA0PYFgVMh0JNJKd4g/viewform

